Fire-climate Relationships in the Sierra Nevada:
Surprises relevant to future fire regime forecasts

by Jon E. Keeley, USGS Research Scientist

« Historical variation in annual fire activity is tied to climate only
in the montane forests.

« Fires are largely insensitive to winter temperatures but
significantly affected by spring and summer temperatures.

* Future impacts of global warming on fire activity are largely
dependent on the seasonal patterns of warming.

e Lower elevation foothill shrublands and savannahs are not
strongly affected by high temperatures in any season.
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Directions to U.S. Geological Survey

The USGS Menlo Park Campus is located at 345 Middlefield Road in Menlo Park

From San Francisco Middlefield Road
*Exit highway 101 at Marsh Road, Atherton
*Go west to the T-junction with Middlefield Rd.

*Turn left (south)

Private property

Survey Lane
Linfield Drive

From San Jose Library
«Exit highway 101 at Willow Road, Menlo Park

*Go west to Middlefield Rd.
* Turn right (north)

Enter the USGS campus at Survey Lane with large ;;an
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science for a changing world

Science Information Services
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