
A Sight “Fearfully Grand”  
Eruptions of Lassen Peak, California, 1914 to1917

-- A summary of the 
eruptions and their 
effects

by Michael Clynne, USGS Geologist

-- Illustrated with 
historical photographs

Free Public Lecture 
April 23, 2015

7PM

• U.S. Geological Survey, Bldg. 3, Rambo Auditorium • 345 Middlefield Road, Menlo Park, California •

USGS Evening Public Lecture Series: online.wr.usgs.gov/calendar 
Map for lecture site on reverse 

Cover photograph:

The May 22, 1915 explosive eruption of Lassen Peak, California blasted pumice and rock
fragments high into the air.  In this photograph, taken from Red Bluff, 40 miles west of
the volcano, a huge column of volcanic ash and gas produced by the eruption rises to a
high of about 9 kilometers (30,000 feet).  Winds blew volcanic ash eastward from the
column, raining fine ash at least as far away as Elko, Nevada, 450 kilometers (280 miles)
from the volcano.  The ash cloud from a similar eruption today would pose a serious
hazard to aircraft flying in the western United States.  (Photo by R.E. Stinson, courtesy
National Park Service.)



12

N

S
ur

ve
y 

La
ne

Middlef ield  Road

Private property

Homewood Pl

Library Li
nf

ie
ld

 D
ri

ve

1

20

13

11

9F

2

1C

Bldg
3

Conf.
Rm. A

3A

15

4

10 9G 16

9E

(upstairs)

Office of Communications
U.S. Geological Survey – MS144
345 Middlefield Road
Menlo Park, CA 94025

FIRST CLASS POSTAGE

Directions to U.S. Geological Survey

The USGS Menlo Park Science Center is located at 345 Middlefield Road in Menlo Park  

From San Francisco
•Exit highway 101 at Marsh Road, Atherton
•Go west to the T-junction with Middlefield Rd.
•Turn left (south)

From San Jose
•Exit highway 101 at Willow Road, Menlo Park
•Go west to Middlefield Rd.
•Turn right (north)

Enter the USGS campus at Survey Lane with large 
stone markers labeled 
“U.S. Geological  Survey”

to San Jose
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 For special needs accommodation please call 650-329-5136, 
or e-mail abarrales2@usgs.gov, two weeks prior to an upcoming event.

Free USGS Public Lecture

For email announcements: abarrales2@usgs.gov
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