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Map for lecture site on reverse

Introduced and Discussed by Todd Esque, Ecologist & Ken Nussear, Wildlife Biologist

A New USGS Documentary Video Exploring the World of the Mojave Desert Tortoise

The Mojave Desert tortoise, an important indicator of desert 
ecosystem health, is being threatened by habitat loss, 
predators, wildfire, and disease

Population numbers have severely declined during the last 40 
years, raising survival concerns and driving recent recovery 
efforts

Can scientists meet the challenge of providing the information 
required to reverse trends impacting the habitat and wellbeing 
of the tortoise, and threatening extinction?

The Heat Is On – Desert Tortoises & Survival
USGS General Information Product 98 
Produced & Directed by Stephen M. Wessells
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Directions to U.S. Geological Survey

The USGS Menlo Park Science Center is located at 345 Middlefield Road in Menlo Park  

From San Francisco
•Exit highway 101 at Marsh Road, Atherton
•Go west to the T-junction with Middlefield Rd.
•Turn left (south)

From San Jose
•Exit highway 101 at Willow Road, Menlo Park
•Go west to Middlefield Rd.
•Turn right (north)

Enter the USGS campus at Survey Lane with large 
stone markers labeled 
“U.S. Geological  Survey”

to San Jose
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Special Assistance - Please contact us at least two weeks in advance of 
an event to request assistance.  Special needs will be accommodated

 whenever possible.  (650-329-5136)

Free USGS Public Lecture

For email announcements: abarrales2@usgs.gov
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