
       Free Public Lecture • Thursday, March 26, 2009 • 7 p.m. USGS Conference Room A, Bldg. 3 • 345 Middlefield Road, Menlo Park, CA

by Phillip van Mantgem, USGS Ecologist

Tree death rates have more than doubled over 
the last few decades in old-growth forests 
of our western states, possibly reflecting 
increasing temperatures, with potentially 
serious consequences for wildlife, fire risks, 
and the global carbon cycle

Rising regional temperatures have lengthened 
the summer drought, likely stressing trees 
and leading to higher death rates

Is this alarming trend a harbinger of larger, 
more abrupt changes in our forests? 
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